
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Winter 2016 

Happy New Year!   

 

While a good amount of the economic and political doom 
and gloom from around the world in 2015 has 

unfortunately continued into the early part of 2016, the 
start of a new year is still a time for personal optimism and 

looking forward to the opportunities the next 12 months 
will offer.  2015 likely presented a number of challenges 

and obstacles to many of us, but we should all 

congratulate ourselves on what we’ve overcome and 
achieved, and consider what we will make of the 

possibilities that will open up to us in the future. 
 

For those with time permitting, I strongly encourage you 

to consider your 2016 opportunities for community service 
and volunteerism, whether it be within the legal profession 

or outside it.  Not only does such participation allow you 
to make new connections and hone skills that will be of 

great use to you personally, it’s an excellent change of 
pace from the regular grind of going to work and attending 

to family responsibilities.  Best of all, you get the chance 

to give back.  Times may be tougher than usual in Calgary, 
but it remains clear that we are all incredibly lucky to live 

in the safe, clean, supportive, peaceful place that we do.  
In my experience, there is nothing better than the 

knowledge that you have personally done your “bit” 

toward ensuring it stays that way.   
 

Seven women who retired from the AWL Board of 
Directors as of the 2015 Annual General Meeting 

exemplified this spirit of service:  Sheri Epp, Christy Lee, 
Sharilyn Nagina, Diane Pettie, Q.C., Johanna Price, Helen 

Rees, and Jody Saunders.  Several served on the Board 

for many years and held executive roles, guiding our 
Association’s growth and development.  All generously 

contributed their time and talents, attending meetings, 
organizing events, and doing what they could to help us 

achieve our mission of promoting the advancement, 

equality, interests and well-being of women in the legal 
profession.  I have been privileged to serve with these 

women and especially to call them my friends and 
colleagues.  My sincerest thank you to each of them for 

their contributions.  I hope we will continue to see them 

all at our events!  
 

In the same vein, I want to welcome the new AWL 
directors elected at the 2015 AGM, who have eagerly 
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Inside this Issue: embraced the volunteer opportunity to step up and fill 

our board vacancies:  Alison Gray, Eugenia Iskra, Jackie 

Johnson, Kara Levis, Sameera Sereda, and Melissa 
Tennison.  Each of these women already led a full and 

busy life, so we greatly appreciate that they have 
volunteered for our Association.  It is always exciting to 

see new faces with new ideas around the boardroom 

table.  I look forward to seeing what this new group – 
along with returning directors Roxanne Davis, Danica 

Doucette-Preville, Melanie Gaston, Sandy Gill, Noren 
Hirani, Jodi Marshall, Marianne Panenka, Wilma Shim, 

Elizabeth Stewart, Chastine Taerum, and Rani Wong – 
can do!   

 

There are many ways to contribute to the work of AWL 
beyond a seat on the board.  The easiest is to become 

a member and attend our events!  Simply being present 
to support and network with your colleagues is 

invaluable, and greatly advances our mission.  Beyond 

that, we always welcome those who are interested in 
joining a committee or want to bring forward a new 

initiative.  Feel free to contact me at any time at 
president@awlcalgary.ca with your ideas and 

expressions of interest.     
 

However you spend your 2016 – here’s hoping it’s a 

wonderful and successful year! 
- Deanna Steblyk,  

AWL President 
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By:  Roxanne Davis 

 
The 5th Annual Women in Law Leadership Awards were held on November 10, 2015 at the Westin Calgary.  AWL and 

The Counsel Network founded the WILL Awards in 2011 to recognize the outstanding achievements, dedication, 
creativity, initiative, and contributions of women lawyers.   

 

More than 270 guests enjoyed a wonderful evening honouring this year’s recipients: 
 

Distinguished recipient of the WILL Lifetime Achievement Award – The Right Honourable Kim Campbell, P.C., 
C.C., O.B.C., Q.C. 

Leadership in the Profession (Private Practice) – Heather McKay, Q.C. 
Leadership in the Profession (In-House) – Gail Harding, Q.C. 

Leadership in the Profession (In-House) – Keely Brown 

Leadership in the Profession (Government) – Jolaine Antonio 
Leadership in the Profession (Broader Roles) – Phyllis Smith, Q.C. 

Leadership in the Community – Donna Purcell, Q.C. 
Tomorrow’s Leader – Chidinma Thompson 

 

The introductions by nominators and acceptance speeches by the winners were entertaining and inspiring.  The Right 
Honourable Kim Campbell concluded the evening with remarks after being presented with the Lifetime Achievement 

Award.   
 

The WILL Awards Committee would like to express our sincere thanks to the sponsors and AWL’s membership for the 
support that made the WILL Awards such a success again this year.   

 

We are excited to announce that the 6th annual WILL Awards will be held on November 10, 2016 at the Fairmont Hotel 
Macdonald in Edmonton where the Honourable Anne McLellan, PC, OC, AOE, will receive the Lifetime Achievement 

Award. 

The organizing committee posing with Alberta Justice Minister Kathleen Ganley and the Right Honourable Kim 
Campbell 

AWL and The Counsel Network 
present the 2015 Women in Law Leadership Awards 
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By:  Deanna Steblyk 
 

Held at Calgary’s Country Hills Golf Club on 
August 10, 2015, women of all skill levels 

gathered for a Texas scramble-style 

tournament at the beautiful private course.  
In addition to lunch and beverages during 

the day, the tournament concluded with a 
dinner event at which the day’s golfing 

awards were presented and every 
participant had her name drawn for a prize.  

This year, the tournament also included a 

new element, the sale of 50/50 tickets, 
Miracle Putts, and Mulligans, the proceeds of 

which went to the Canadian Cancer Society 
for use in the fight against women’s cancers. 

 

Congratulations to the winners of this year’s 
tournament, Shanlee von Vegesack, Jackie 

Anderson, Jenna Ostrowerka, and Sasha 
Joshi.   

 
The Board thanks tournament organizers 

extraordinaire Lesley Cooney-Burk, Deb 

Johnson, Laurie Anderson, Melanie Carter, 
and their law firm staff for taking such great 

care of the details and ensuring everyone 
had a wonderful time.   

 

Lunch & Learn: Domestic Violence 
 

Reconnecting at AWL's Networking Night 
By:  Marianne Panenka 

 
On October 20, 2015 AWL held a Lunch & Learn presented by the Calgary Women’s Emergency Shelter. The Lunch & 

Learn was held at Norton Rose Fulbright. As lawyers, we are often the first-line contact for people experiencing family 

violence, or for their friends and family who need to know what to do. We are expected to know where to refer someone 
in need of help and how to support them.  

 
At this lunch & learn AWL members learned those referral skills. The presentation by the Shelter effectively taught 

members deeper aspects of family violence and abuse. Members learned how to respond to a victim in a way that helps 
rather than hinders their chances of obtaining help, and they learned how to connect the victim to the services they 

need.  

 
Many thanks to the Calgary Women’s Emergency Shelter and Norton Rose Fulbright!  

 

 

 

Since there is no better day at 
work than a work day spent 
golfing in the summer sun with 
good friends and colleagues, the 
AWL’s 2015 Golf Tournament 
was another smashing success!   
 

While they have now retired as our 

tournament organizers, they have generously 
donated their time and handled the 

tournament for us for the past several years.  
They will be missed!    

 

Thank you to everyone who participated, and 
who generously contributed prizes for the 

event – a prize for every golfer is always a 
great treat.    

 

 
 

 

Stay tuned for details 

about the 2016 Golf 
Tournament.  A new 

crop of volunteers will 

be organizing, and we 
look forward to seeing 

what they have in 
store! 

The tournament’s winners with their trophy! 



 

 

 

 

AWL Director Wilma Shim (far left) and U of C law students enjoy the chocolate fountain at the 
Calgary Law Mixer 

By: Wilma Shim 

 
The annual Calgary Law Mixer allows members of the legal profession to welcome University of Calgary law students 

to the local legal community. It is an opportunity for students to meet with members of the legal community and 
learn more about work in the profession.  

 

Members of the community gathered together on September 17, 2015 for an evening of networking and mingling. 
The Calgary Law Mixer was a great success, and Board members of the Association of Women Lawyers attended to 

greet members and future members of the Association of Women Lawyers, part of our ongoing efforts to cultivate 
our relationship with law students and faculty. 

Calgary Law Mixer 
 

Reconnecting at AWL's Networking Night 

By:  Deanna Steblyk 

The last Networking Night of 2015 was held at our usual "haunt", the lovely Belvedere restaurant on 8th Avenue, 
this past November 3.  A good crowd of women lawyers and law students were in attendance to enjoy the 

opportunity to catch up with friends and colleagues, especially those we might not otherwise have a chance to 

see regularly.  There were many new faces among the group, which is always excellent to see.  The draw of a 
complimentary glass of wine and hors d'oeuvres at the end of a long day doesn't hurt, either!

 

 
For those who have never been to one of our Networking Nights, they are informal gatherings of AWL members 

over beverages, similar to any great cocktail hour.  AWL provides some food to nibble on, and covers your first 

drink! 
 

We hosted the first Networking Night of 2016 on February 2 at the Belvedere. Attendance was again outstanding 
and, given the current job market in Calgary, networking and meeting new people has become all the more 

important. We also took the opportunity to thank some of our outgoing Board members and executives.  However, 
since not all outgoing directors could attend, we'll be hosting another Networking Night in their honour soon.  We 

hope you'll join us - keep an eye out for details. 

Reconnecting at AWL's Networking Nights 



 

 

 

AWL’s Annual General 
Meeting 

By Deanna Steblyk 

 
AWL’s Annual General Meeting of members was hosted 

at the offices of Osler, Hoskin & Harcourt LLP on 

November 30, 2015.  There was a good turnout of 
members to hear the Board’s reports on our 

Association’s 2014-2015 financial results and 
operational activities.   

 

We continue to enjoy a healthy financial position despite 
a drop in annual revenue compared to the prior year, 

and the large contribution we made toward the cost of 
reprinting the Women in Law in Alberta booklet 

originally published by Calgary Legal Guidance.  The 
booklet acts as an important resource for Alberta women 

who cannot afford legal advice or who live in remote 

communities without easy access to other sources of 
information.   

 
Highlights of the year’s activities and events include our 

regular Mentoring Circles and Young Women Lawyers 

sessions, several Lunch and Learns, several Networking 
Nights, the annual Golf Tournament, the annual Spring 

Celebration welcoming the newest women calls to the 
Bar of Alberta, and the outstanding fifth annual WILL 

Awards co-founded with The Counsel Network.  The 
Board also reported on the charitable donations and 

sponsorship contributions made by AWL over the year, 

including donations to ASSIST, the Women’s Shelter, 
and the Calgary Humane Society, and sponsorship of 

both the WILL Awards and a professional development 
session at last summer’s CBA conference. 

 

As detailed in the President’s Message in this newsletter, 
this year’s AGM saw the retirement of seven AWL 

directors, the re-election of 12 serving directors, and the 
election of six new directors.  Thank you to all for your 

service! 

 
This year’s AGM will be held on November 28, 

2016.  Keep an eye out for further details in future 
communications!  In the meantime, we gratefully 

acknowledge Oslers for hosting the 2015 meeting. 

By: Melanie Gaston  
 

The AWL Mentoring Circles programme is in full swing 
again this year.  We have enjoyed some really amazing 

speakers and had wonderful feedback from 
participants.  Some of our sessions have included: 

• A discussion about perspectives on mentoring 

and its value; 
• Identifying core values and character-strengths 

– and the importance of congruence; and 
• Words of Advice, Perspective and Motivation 

Collected in My Career Thus Far with Special Guests:  

 
Madame Justice Jo’Anne Strekaf, Michele Hollins, QC, 

Dr. Emily Laidlaw and Tamara Prince. 
Upcoming sessions will include discussions about: 

• Law and Happiness 101 with Special Guest, 
Marilyn Poitras; and 

• Career Pivots and Transitions. 

 
The Mentoring Circles programme is unique in its 

format and focus in Alberta.  AWL believes mentoring 
relationships are an important way for women lawyers 

to provide and receive support to and from other 

women in the profession to enhance their own careers 
and personal and professional lives.  Many women 

lawyers may not have access to or may not want to 
discuss certain topics at their workplace, or may seek 

to benefit and grow from the sharing of perspectives 
with other women in the profession.  This programme 

provides a confidential and comfortable environment to 

discuss these and other topics and issues, and an 
opportunity to develop helpful relationships between 

and among women lawyers in Calgary. 
 

Our sessions take place approximately one Wednesday 

each month at 5:00 p.m. at the Petroleum Club 
(downstairs in the Card Room). 

 
We are always happy to welcome newcomers to the 

Mentoring Circles program.  If you would like further 

information, or if you have ideas for upcoming sessions, 
please let us know by contacting Melanie Gaston 
(megaston@osler.com). 

AWL’s Mentoring Circles 
Programme 



 

 

 

 

WE WANT TO HEAR 
FROM YOU! 

 
E-mail address: 

president@awlcalgary.ca 
Web site address: 
www.awlcalgary.ca 

 

NEWSLETTER 
SUBMISSIONS: 

Please contact Deanna 
Steblyk via email at 

president@awlcalgary.ca 
(I would love any 
pictures, stories or 

anecdotes that you may 
have.) 

 
 

 
 

AWL wishes to acknowledge the support of our 
many Patrons who have made such a significant 
contribution to our success over the years.  Our 

thanks are extended to our current Patron 
Members: 

 
Laurie M. Anderson ● Deni Cashin ● Barb Cotton ●  

Virginia A. Engel, Q.C. ● Jackie Halpern, Q.C. ●  
Karen Muir ● Diane Pettie, Q.C. ● Rita Richardson ●  

Pat Sealy ● Sameera Sereda ●  
Maia Tomljanovic ● Petrina Wallebek 

 
 

2016 Firm Patrons: 
 

Bell and Stock LLP 
Carbert Waite LLP 
DLA Piper Canada 

Peacock Linder Halt & Mack LLP 
Scott Venturo LLP 

Soby Boyden Lenz LLP 
 

If you or your firm would like to become a Patron of 
AWL please email our Membership Co-Chair, Rani 

Wong at rwong@SOBYBOYDENLENZ.COM  
 
 
 

 

 

 President:  Deanna Steblyk 

 Vice-President:  Roxanne 
Davis 

 Secretary:  Sandy Gill 

 Treasurer: Alison Gray  

 Membership Co-Chairs:  Rani 
Wong & Elizabeth Stewart 

 

 

 Jodi Marshall 

 Marianne Panenka 

 Sameera Sereda 

 Wilma Shim 

 Chastine Taerum 

 Melissa Tennison 

 

 
 

 Danica Doucette-Preville 

 Melanie Gaston 

 Noren Hirani 

 Eugenia Iskra 

 Jackie Johnson 

 Kara Lewis 

 

AWL Executive and Board of Directors: 

 

Upcoming Events 

 AWL Young Women Lawyers Brunch – March 6, 2016 

 Soup Sisters – May 8, 2016 

Look out for our new website coming soon! 
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