
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Spring 2015 

Welcome to the first 2015 edition of 
AWL’s newsletter!  The Board of 
Directors sincerely hopes that you will 
find your participation in AWL this year 
both fun and rewarding in terms of 
your personal and professional growth 
and well-being. 
 
As you will see inside, we’ve hit the 
ground running this year, and have 
already held several successful events.  
Many more are in the planning stages, 
including annual events such as the 
Golf Tournament and the WILL 
Awards.   
 
As many of you know, this is my first 
year in the “President’s” chair.  While I 
look forward to this chance to serve 
our profession, the role is also a bit 
daunting, especially when I look back 
at all the dedicated, talented women 
who have held it before me – Johanna 
Price, Rebecca Brown, and Diane 
Pettie, Q.C., to name only a few in the 
most recent past. 
 
Diane is of course my immediate 
predecessor in this job, so I want to 
take this opportunity to thank her 
again for all she has done and 
continues to do for AWL. 

 
A Message from the President 
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Diane is nothing less than an 
exemplary role model for all of us 
women navigating our way through 
the practice of law.  She entered the 
profession at a time when women 
were only a small minority of lawyers, 
built a successful practice at a large 
law firm, and then moved on through 
a succession of more and more senior 
roles as in-house counsel.   
 
While accomplishing all of this, she 
still somehow found time to raise a 
family and serve her community in a 
variety of volunteer capacities – only 
one of which is the AWL.  Through it 
all, she has maintained an incredibly 
inspiring positive attitude, and a 
genuine interest in seeing her female 
peers and colleagues succeed and 
enjoy their work as much as she has.   
 
May we all be lucky enough to follow 
her example. 
 
Best wishes for a wonderful spring and 
summer 2015. 
 

Deanna. 

Upcoming Events: 

 Mentoring Circles –  
May 27, 2015 

 Young Women 
Lawyers Brunch – 
June 14, 2015 

 Spring Celebration – 
June 17, 2015  

 Golf Tournament – 
August 10, 2015  

 WILL Awards – 
November 10, 2015  

AWL Executive and Board of Directors: 

 
Executive & Directors 

 President:  Deanna Steblyk 

 Vice-President:  Roxanne Davis 

 Secretary:  Marianne Panenka 

 Treasurer:  Jody Saunders 

 Membership Chair:  Rani Wong 

/ Elizabeth Stewart 
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 Sheri Epp 

 Melanie Gaston 

 Sandy Gill 
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 Christy Lee  

 Jodi Marshall 

 Sharilyn Nagina 

 
 

 

 Diane Pettie, 
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 Johanna Price 

 Helen Rees 

 Wilma Shim 

 Chastine Taerum 
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By:  Roxanne Davis 

 
Guylaine Gagnon, a professional tea sommelier and owner of ZenTboutique, led a “Tea and Food Journey” 
for almost 30 AWL members and guests on February 26, 2015.   
 
Over the course of the evening Guylaine taught us how to properly brew and serve tea according to the 
distinct traditions of China, Japan, Morocco, India and Russia.   
 
The differences in flavours depending on the stage of growth when the tea leaves are harvested and the 
amount of processing the leaves undergo are truly remarkable.   
 
I discovered a new personal favourite in the Moroccan green tea with mint.  Each serving of tea was paired 
with a sweet treat from the same country prepared by Café Blanca, our hosts for the evening.  By the end of 
the night the combination of caffeine and sugar left many of us wide awake with energy to burn.   
 
If anyone is interested in arranging a similar event in their workplace or for friends and family, Guylaine can 
be reached through her website - www.zentboutique.com. 
 

Guylaine Gagnon, a professional tea sommelier and owner of ZenTboutique led a “Tea and Food Journey” for almost 

30 AWL members and guests on February 26, 2015.   

 

Over the course of the evening Guylaine taught us how to properly brew and serve tea according to the distinct 

traditions of China, Japan, Morocco, India and Russia.   

 

The differences in flavours depending on the stage of growth when the tea leaves are harvested and the amount of 

processing the leaves undergo are truly remarkable.   

 

I discovered a new personal favourite in the Moroccan green tea with mint.  Each serving of tea was paired with a sweet 
treat from the same country prepared by Café Blanca, our hosts for the evening.  By the end of the night the 

combination of caffeine and sugar left many of us wide awake with energy to burn.   

 

If anyone is interested in arranging a similar event in their workplace or for friends and family, Guylaine can be reached 

through her website - www.zentboutique.com. 

2 

 
2 

The Tea and Food Journey Participants, enjoying an evening of socializing and learning about teas. 

 
The Tea Event Participants…. 

By:  Chastine M. Taerum 

 
The AWL hosted a Networking Night at the Belvedere on February 9, 2015.  Networking Night has become 
a staple event of the AWL and over 25 lawyers of varying backgrounds and years of experience attended.  
As has become the norm, the Belvedere created a wonderful environment where attendees sipped 
cocktails and snacked on a fabulous assortment of appetizers with conversations flowing.   
 
The AWL Board also took time at the event to recognize the contributions of our past AWL Board President, 

Diane Pettie, Q.C. It was a great night that was enjoyed by all who attended. 

Networking Night 
 

AWL Hosts Tea and Food Journey 
 

 

AWL Hosts Tea and Food Journey 
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AWL-Sponsored Young Women Lawyers Group: 
Continuing the Growth 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

By:  Danica Doucette-Preville & 

Noren Hirani 

 

Young female lawyers (defined 

as women who have been in the 

profession for less than 5 years) 

turned out in impressive numbers 

to participate in the two most 

recent Young Women Lawyers 

Group brunches, hosted on 

January 28 and April 26, 2015, at 

Barcelona Tavern.  

The January event “All the 

questions you’ve been wanting 

answered but were too 

embarrassed or too scared to 

ask”, brought together three 

featured guest speakers from 

diverse professional 

backgrounds: the Honourable 

Madam Justice Dario from the 

Court of Queen's Bench, Anne  

By: Danica Doucette-Preville & Noren 
Hirani 

 
Young female lawyers (defined 
as women who have been in the 
profession for less than five 
years) turned out in impressive 
numbers to participate in the 
two most recent Young Women 
Lawyers Group brunches, 
hosted on January 28 and April 
26, 2015, at Barcelona Tavern.  
 
The January event, “All the 
questions you’ve been wanting 
answered but were too 
embarrassed or too scared to 
ask”, brought together three 
featured guest speakers from 
diverse professional 
backgrounds: the Honourable 
Madam Justice Dario from the 
Court of Queen's Bench, Anne 
Kirker, Q.C., President-Elect of 
the Law Society of Alberta and 
partner at Norton Rose 
Fulbright, and Julia Stadnyk, 
Counsel at Shell Canada 
Limited.  
 
The discussion elicited many 
questions and provided a 
platform from which three 
distinct perspectives on the 
issues of interest to participants 
was discussed, from negotiating 
a salary to boosting one’s 
network, and from addressing 
the boys’ club mentality to the 
strengths and weaknesses of 

the billable hour model of 
doing business.  

The Calgary Drug Treatment 
Court is one of approximately 15 
drug treatment courts currently in 
operation in Canada. There are 
over 2500 drug treatment courts 
worldwide, most of them in the 
United States. 
 
Judge Ogle describes his 
involvement in the Calgary Drug 
Treatment Court as the most 
demanding, but also the most 
rewarding, aspect of his job as a 
judge. Beyond the lives restored 
by the Drug Treatment Court 
approach to addicted offenders, 
Judge Ogle is a firm believer in 
both the economic and social 
rewards to society that Drug 
Treatment Courts provide.  

Lunch & Learn: Drug Treatment Court 
 

Reconnecting at AWL's Networking Night 
By:  Noren Hirani 

 
On April 22, Judge Ogle, Assistant 
Chief of the Provincial Court Criminal 
Division, spoke to AWL members 
about the Drug Treatment Court at a 
Lunch and Learn.  
 
Judge Ogle, the founding Judge of 
the Drug Treatment Court, described 
his passion for the Court and its 
impact on high-risk offenders, many 
of whom steal to support their drug 
habits. He also told us about its 
impact within the community, as it is 
estimated that for every dollar that 
goes into the program, the 
community receives an astounding 
return of $6.50. 

Sunday brunches bring 
young women lawyers 
together to help each 
other succeed 

 
 

In total, the event welcomed 64 
participants, 20 more than attended 
the Group’s inaugural event.  
 

For the April 26 event, we changed 
the format slightly, choosing to host 
one single speaker to discuss mistakes 
and the value of stopping to think, 
especially as a legal professional. 
Kristine Robidoux, Q.C., from Gowling 
Lafleur Henderson LLP, provided her 
unique insight into the issue and 
discussed with participants her 
personal experiences, including the 
role social media can play in branding 
and re-branding oneself.  
 
The event attracted 35 participants 
from diverse legal practices, as well as 
attendees from Edmonton, who had 
heard about the event and wanted to 
participate.  
 
The Group will host its next event at 

the end of May or at the 
beginning of June. While 
speakers are yet to be 
confirmed, the topic to be 
discussed is Advocacy and 
Etiquette, and will include 
both solicitor and barrister 
perspectives on how to be 
effective at advocacy inside 
the courtroom as much as 
during negotiations and at 
social events.  
 
Going forward, we anticipate 
continuing to adapt the 
format based on the 
discussions, speakers, and 
feedback received from our 
participants.  
 
Our hope is to foster a 
community of young female 
lawyers going "through the 
ropes" together. 
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On March 12, 2015, the University of Calgary Faculty of Law held its annual law reception at the Petroleum 
Club. This reception celebrates student award winners, student award donors, campaign donors, outstanding 
faculty, alumni and friends of the University of Calgary.  
 
This year, the Association of Women Lawyers funded the International Human Rights and Humanitarian Law 
Bursary.   
 
Third year law student Nicholas Pope was the recipient of the award. Congrats, Nicholas! 

AWL award recipient: Nicholas Pope! 
 

Reconnecting at AWL's Networking Night 

AWL Bursary winner Nicholas Pope, with AWL Directors Wilma Shim and Noren Hirani. 

 
The Tea Event Participants…. 
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E-mail address: 
president@awlcalgary.ca 

Web site address: 
www.awlcalgary.ca 
 

Or check us out on Facebook: 
http://www.facebook.com/ 
groups/20853087328/ 
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If you or your firm would 
like to become a Patron of 
AWL please email our 
President, Deanna Steblyk, 
at president@awlcalgary.ca 

 

 
 

AWL wishes to acknowledge the support of our many Patrons who have made such a 
significant contribution to our success over the years.  Our thanks are extended to our 

current Patron Members: 
 

Laurie M. Anderson 
Judy N. Boyes, Q.C. 
C. Rebecca Brown 
Deni A.D. Cashin 
Barb Cotton 
Patricia L. Daunais, Q.C. 
Virginia A. Engel, Q.C. 
Brenda Fraser  
Jackie R. Halpern, Q.C. 
 

 
We also have several members of the judiciary who have become Judicial Patrons, some 

of whom have requested we not publish their names. For now, we would like to 
recognize and thank: 

 
The Honourable Madam Justice Marsha C. Erb 
The Honourable Madam Justice Sheilah Martin 

 
We also wish to recognize our firm patrons who have supported our activities on many 

occasions. 
 

DLA Piper 

 

Stikeman Elliott LLP 
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Patricia Blocksom , Q.C.  Sandra Hildebrand  Gwen Randall, Q.C. 

Judy Boyes, Q.C.   Dina Honke   Patricia Sealy 

Rebecca Brown   Marcia Johnston, Q.C.  Joy Stuber 

Barb Cotton   Leslie Morris   Francine Swanson, Q.C. 

Deni Cashin   Karen Muir   Peggy Walden 

Patricia Daunais, Q.C.  Diane Pettie, Q.C.   Judy Wong 

 

We also have several members of the judiciary who have become Judicial Patrons, some of whom have 

requested we not publish their names. For now, we would like to recognize and thank: 

 

The Honourable Madam Justice Sheilah Martin 

The Honourable Madam Justice Sandra Hunt McDonald 

 

We also wish to recognize our firm patrons who have supported our activities on many occasions. 

 

Davis LLP  and  Stikeman Elliott LLP 

 

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS: 
Please contact Deanna Steblyk via email at president@awlcalgary.ca  
(We would love any pictures, stories or anecdotes that you may have.) 
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Lana G. Lien, Q.C. 
Beryl McNeill 

Karen Muir 
Diane Pettie, Q.C. 

Gwen Randall, Q.C. 
Rita M. Richardson 

Janet E. Russell, Q.C. 
Patricia P. Sealy 

Sameera B. Sereda 
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